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Official Call for Entries  

THE PASTA AWARD 

XXVI PREMIO DEL MUSEO 

Beyond the plate: Pasta Culture in Motion. 

As part of its activities to promote the culture of italian pasta, Fondazione Vincenzo Agnesi 
establishes the XXVI Edition of the Premio del Museo – Pasta Award, the competition 
dedicated to celebrating pasta as an identity symbol and a form of Italian cultural heritage.  

Purpose of the Award  
 
The Pasta Award aims to: 
 
• promote knowledge and appreciation of pasta as an expression of Italian culture; 
• encourage creativity and research in its various artistic and communication-based forms; 
• encourage dialogue between educational institutions and the production sector; 
• collect and enhance original materials intended to become part of the Foundation’s cultural 

activities. 

Theme of the XXVI edition 

For the XXVI edition, the Pasta Award proposes a theme that intends to overcome, once again, 
the vision of pasta as food, highlighting as a cultural, identity-based and collective 
expression. 

Beyond the plate: Pasta Culture in Motion is an invitation to broaden one’s perspective: pasta 
is not just what you bring to the table, but a universal language that tells stories of people, 
places and traditions. The theme intends to enhance pasta as an intangible heritage, a symbol 
of identity, a vehicle of memory and tradition, highlighting its social and inclusive dimension 
and its ability to bring different cultures together, transforming it into a living and dynamic 
cultural phenomenon.   
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Categories  
 
EDUCATION; COMMUNICATION AND JOURNALISM; VIDEO AND VISUAL STORYTELLING; 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND ART. 
 
Participation is free. 
 
EDUCATION 
This category is dedicated to students, with the aim of enhancing creativity, research and 
reflection on pasta as a cultural, social and identity expression. The division into two different 
categories is intended to ensure a balanced assessment suited to the different levels of 
education. 
 
1. Primary and Lower Secondary Education (or equivalent levels): 

a. participation: exclusively as a group (an entire class or group of several classes) 
coordinated by a teacher in charge; 

b. types of works admitted: collective works of any kind (drawings, comics, short 
texts, poems, stories, sculptures, multimedia products, etc.), accompanied by a 
presentation sheet explaining the idea and its connection with competition theme; 

c. objective: to stimulate shared creativity, teamwork, the discovery of pasta as a 
cultural heritage through simple and immediate languages.  

 
2. Upper Secondary Education (or equivalent levels):  

a. participation: individual or in groups, coordinated by a teacher in charge; 
b. types of works admitted: works of any kind (studies, articles, essays, sculptures, 

multimedia and artistic projects, etc.), accompanied by a presentation sheet 
explaining the idea and its connection with competition theme; 

c. objective: to encourage a more mature, critical and interdisciplinary approach.  
 
In the case of underage students, as well as students belonging to the same class or the same 
school, the entry form must be completed by the reference teacher, indicating: list of 
participants, class, name and address of the school.  
 
Prizes:  
o 1,500 Euros and trophy for Primary and Lower Secondary Education; 
o 1,500 Euros and trophy for Upper Secondary Education.  
 
 
 



 

 3 

COMMUNICATION AND JOURNALISM 
The category is open to journalists, students of journalism schools, writers, food and wine 
popularizers and communicators, as well as enthusiasts of the theme in question.  
 
Eligible works:  
o articles, reports and journalistic investigations (published or unpublished);  
o podcasts or audio productions;  
o short essays, short stories or poems; 
o multimedia services and digital storytelling projects.  
 
Technical requirements:  
o all texts must be submitted in PDF format, except for podcasts and audio productions, 

which must be submitted via WeTransfer link or equivalent; 
o each author may submit only one work;  
o each work must be accompanied by a title and a short presentation.  
 
Prizes:  
o First Prize: 1,500 Euros and trophy; 
o Second Prize: 1,000 Euros and trophy;  
o Third Prize: 500 Euros and trophy.  
 
VIDEO AND VISUAL STORYTELLING 
This category is open to videomakers, creatives and enthusiasts wishing to tell the story of 
pasta through images, sounds and narratives.  
 
Admitted productions:  
o short films, video clips, documentaries, advertising spots, digital storytelling projects and 

animations;  
o original and unpublished audiovisual techniques of any kind. 

 
Technical requirements:  
o minimum duration: 15 seconds – maximum duration: 3 minutes; 
o format: MP4, MOV or equivalent, Full HD resolution;  
o maximum file size: 180 MB; 
o each production must be accompanied by a title and a short presentation.  
 
Prizes:  
o First Prize: 1,500 Euros and trophy;  
o Second Prize: 1,000 Euros and trophy;  
o Third Prize: 500 Euros and trophy.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND ART 
This category is open to photographers, artists, designers, illustrators and creatives who 
intend to interpret pasta as a visual language, a cultural symbol and a subject of artistic 
research.  
 
Eligible forms of expression: photography, painting, sculpture or installation. Works must be 
accompanied by a title, a short description and an indication of the place and year of creation.  
 
Submission instruction:  

1. Photography – to participate, it is necessary to present a maximum of 3 photographic 
works, which must meet the following technical requirements:  

a. minimum resolution: 300 dpi;  
b. format: JPEG, color or black and white;  
c. maximum file size: 8 MB per image;  
d. photographs must not contain signatures, watermarks or indications relating to the 

author;  
e. photo retouching is permitted. In the case of photomontage, the authorship of each 

individual image is mandatory.  
 

2. Sculpture – for this type of work, participants may choose between two submission 
methods:  

a. physical delibery of the work to the Foundation's headquarters; 
b. digital submission, if moving the work is complex or risky, through a series of high-

resolution images (min. 3; max. 6) showing the project as a whole and in detail.  
 

3. Installations – submission must include:  
a. a detailed descriptive project, including title, concept, materials used, dimensions 

and set-up methods; 
b. some images (max. 10) documenting the work;  
c. any renderings, sketches or other documentation useful for understanding the 

layout of the work and its relationship with the exhibition space.  
 

 
Prizes:  
o First Prize: 1,500 Euros and trophy;  
o Second Prize: 1,000 Euros and trophy;  
o Third Prize: 500 Euros and trophy.  
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How to participate  
 
Entries must be submitted no later than 18 DECEMBER 2026 by one of the following ways:  
 
1. by email to: premiodelmuseo@fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it; 
2. through registration in the dedicated section of the Fondazione Vincenzo Agnesi website: 

www.fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it. 
 
Each entry must include the following documents and materials:  
o entry form completed in full;  
o title of the work and short description;  
o consent to the processing of personal data;  
o file of the work. 
 
Incomplete applications or applications that do not comply with the requirements set out in 
this call will not be admitted to the Jury’s assessment. All the works received will be made 
public in a dedicated section of the Fondazione Vincenzo Agnesi website, with the aim of 
enhancing the creativity of participants and promoting the dissemination of pasta culture. 
 

Jury  
 
To ensure an authoritative, multidisciplinary and impartial assessment of the works in 
competition, the Jury of Pasta Award will be composed of high-profile figures from different 
fields – cultural, artistic, journalistic, academic and entrepreneurial – all united by a strong 
focus on the Italian cultural and gastronomic heritage. 
 
The members of the Jury will be selected freely and independently by the Fondazione 
Vincenzo Agnesi, which may, at its sole discretion, appoint a President of the Jury from among 
its institutional representatives. 
 
The Foundation may also award special prizes to works or projects that stand out for their 
particular artistic, social or communicative value. 
 
Works will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
o adherence to the theme "Beyond the plate: Pasta Culture in Motion"; 
o originality and creativity of the submitted work; 
o technical and expressive quality of the work; 
o cultural and educational value of the proposed content. 
 

mailto:premiodelmuseo@fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it
http://www.fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it/
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Award ceremony  
 
The winners of the competition will be notified by 15 JANUARY 2027. 
 
The winners of the XXVI Edition will be announced during THE PASTA AWARD – XXVI Premio 
del Museo event, dedicated to the theme "Beyond the plate: Pasta Culture in Motion", 
scheduled at the end of the works.  
 
The presence of the winners at the award ceremony is mandatory for the purposes of 
receiving the Prize. In the event of unjustified absence, the Foundation reserves the right to 
revoke the recognition or to proceed with a new assignment. 
 
The Foundation will cover, at its own expense, the organization and travel costs of the winner. 
For the "Education" section, the Foundation will also cover the travel expenses for the 
reference teacher, who will accompany the winning student or a representative of the group.  
 
At the end of the ceremony, the names of the winners will be published in the dedicated 
section on the official website of the Foundation.  
 

Terms and Conditions 

The full text of the terms and conditions of participation, including the information notice on 
the processing of personal data, will be attached to the entry form that each candidate must 
complete and sign. 

 
 
 
 
 
CONTACTS 
 
For further information, please contact Fondazione Vincenzo Agnesi: 
 
Email: info@fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it/premiodelmuseo@fondazionevincenzoagnesi.it 
Tel: +39 06 699 1119 / + 39 06 699 1120 
Via Tacito, 50 – 00193 Rome (RM), Italy 
Project coordinator: Emma Bertelli 
 


